
   
 

 

   
9 February 2026 
 
The Victorian Metering Update Team 
Department of Energy, Environment and Climate Action 
Melbourne VIC 3000 

 
By email: vic.meteringupdate@deeca.vic.gov.au  
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
Re: Updating Victoria’s electricity metering framework  
 

The Victorian Greenhouse Alliances (VGA) are pleased to provide this response on behalf of our members to 
the Department of Energy, Environment and Climate Action (DEECA) relating to the update of two legal Orders 
dealing with the installation of electricity meters.  

The VGAs are encouraged that this electricity reform is being actioned in Victoria, and feel this has the 
potential to unlock benefits for local government and their communities, both through improved streetlighting 
technology and enabling secondary meters to encourage time of use charging which will better enable flexible 
load management, such as EV charging supporting the grid. 

The Rule Change specifically affects local government through its management of public lighting. The Rule 
Change amends the National Electricity Rules (NER) to enable installation of Type 9 meters for street furniture 
connections such as street lighting, or EV chargers. This will enable councils to exert greater control and 
savings by seeing exact usage as opposed to estimated usage of these assets. 

The VGAs recommend keeping costs as low as possible via a system that is simple and functional which avoids 
any layering of additional costs to smart lighting customers from metering. We note that the benefits from 
smart lighting are approximately $30 per light for energy per annum, and $300 per light for road safety savings. 
It is crucial that these community benefits are safeguarded and paying customers (local government) are not 
unnecessarily overburdened from the Rule Change. 

The VGAs support the inclusion of a timeframe for distribution businesses to install meters at the primary 
connection point/s. We note that there will be extenuating circumstances where distribution businesses may 
not meet these timeframes such as following a natural disaster, and this should be taken into account. 

Additionally, the VGAs support the move to enable WiFi functionality for meters as a choice for customers, 
given the diversity of connectivity quality throughout Victoria. WiFi has the potential to provide a trustworthy, 
low-cost benefit to Victorian residents and business by enabling easy oversight of their energy consumption. 
We urge DEECA to ensure access is optional, seamless, secure and a barrier-free process for residents, many of 
whom are not digitally-savvy. As ZigBee has proven, most will not use it if access proves challenging or security 
uncertain. 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
The VGAs recommend that DEECA ensures: 

 

1) That the costs of establishing DNSP Type 9 metering are kept as low as possible and not allocated solely to 
public lighting charges (eg: Operation, Maintenance and Replacement) and that they are also balanced 
across the statewide deployment of smart lighting on major roads. 
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2) That timely and up to date information is published as to Metering Coordinators / suppliers of Type 9 
meters, to ensure customer confidence in the energy management of their public infrastructure. 

3) That the Minimum Advanced Metering Infrastructure (AMI) Functionality Specification (Victoria) is 
amended for smart meters, to allow distribution businesses to install Wi-Fi enabled met 

4) That customers are fully informed of WiFi benefits, ways to access it and the cybersecurity risks and 
measures in place for WiFi enabled meters, so as to make informed decisions in relation to using/not using 
the technology. 

5) That customer access to Wifi enabled meters is optional. 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the update of Victoria’s electricity metering framework and the 
extension of time to provide you with our response. We would be happy to provide any further information or 
clarity and would welcome the opportunity to meet with DEECA’s metering team to discuss this submission. 

 



 

 

 
   

    

 

Victorian Greenhouse Alliances and contacts 
 

Barwon South-West Climate Alliance (BSWCA), Sue Phillips, Executive Officer, 
sue.phillips@bswca.org  

o City of Greater Geelong 
o Golden Plains Shire 
o Surf Coast Shire 
o Colac Otway Shire 
o Warrnambool City Council 

 
Central Victorian Greenhouse Alliance (CVGA), Annika Kearton, Chief Executive Officer, 
ceo@cvga.org.au 

o Ararat Rural City Council 
o Ballarat City Council 
o Buloke Shire Council 
o Central Goldfields Shire Council 
o Gannawarra Shire Council 
o Greater Bendigo City Council 
o Hepburn Shire Council 
o Loddon Shire Council 
o Macedon Ranges Shire Council 
o Mildura Rural City Council 
o Mount Alexander Shire Council 
o Pyrenees Shire Council 
o Swan Hill Rural City Council 

 
Eastern Alliance for Greenhouse Action (EAGA), Scott McKenry, Executive Officer, 
scott.mckenry@maroondah.vic.gov.au 

o City of Boroondara 
o Glen Eira City Council 
o City of Knox 
o Maroondah City Council 
o Monash City Council 
o Stonnington City Council 
o Whitehorse City Council 
o Yarra Ranges Council 

 
Gippsland Alliance for Climate Action (GACA), Tiffany Harrison, Executive Officer, 
tiffany.harrison@gccn.org.au 

o Baw Baw Shire Council 
o East Gippsland Shire Council 
o Latrobe City Council 
o Wellington Shire Council 

 
Goulburn Murray Climate Alliance (GMCA), Carole Hammond, Executive Officer, eo@gmca.org.au 

o Alpine Shire Council 
o Benalla Rural City Council 
o Campaspe Shire Council 
o Indigo Shire Council 
o Mansfield Shire Council 
o Mitchell Shire Council 
o Moira Shire Council 
o Murrindindi Shire Council 
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o Towong Shire Council 
o Strathbogie Shire Council 
o Wangaratta Rural City Council 
o Wodonga City Council 
o Alpine Resorts Victoria 
o Goulburn Broken Catchment Management Authority 
o North East Catchment Management Authority 

 
Northern Alliance for Greenhouse Action (NAGA), Dean Thompson, Executive Officer, 
dean@naga.org.au 

o Banyule City Council 
o City of Darebin 
o Hume City Council  
o Manningham City Council  
o City of Melbourne 
o Merri-bek City Council 
o Nillumbik Shire Council 
o City of Whittlesea  
o City of Yarra 

 
South East Councils Climate Change Alliance (SECCCA), Helen Steel, Chief Executive Officer, 
hsteel@seccca.org.au 

o Bass Coast Shire Council 
o Bayside City Council 
o Cardinia Shire Council 
o City of Casey 
o Mornington Peninsula Shire Council 
o City of Kingston 
o City of Port Phillip 

 
Western Alliance for Greenhouse Action (WAGA) Fran MacDonald, Executive Officer, 
franm@brimbank.vic.gov.au 

o Brimbank City Council 
o Maribyrnong City Council 
o Hobsons Bay City Council 
o Melton City Council 
o Moonee Valley City Council 
o Moorabool Shire Council 
o Wyndham City Council 

 
This submission has been approved through the Greenhouse Alliances’ governance structures but may not have 
been formally considered by individual members. The submission does not necessarily represent the views of all 
members. 
 
 

 

mailto:dean@naga.org.au
mailto:hsteel@seccca.org.au
mailto:franm@brimbank.vic.gov.au

